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EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 
 
Florida laws require all counties to voluntary register and assist people who 
would need help to evacuate to  public shelters in an emergency situation.  

During Hurricane Season, June 1 through November 30, additional information will 
be provided in your information  packet.  

For your safety we have included information from CDC, FEMA and other 
government agencies to assist you in  emergency situations. Please read this 
material and retain it for future reference. 

 

In case of an emergency please contact 911.  

Contact (407) 437-9322  for  not threatening emergency.   

 

 

 

SAFETY ​  
 
In the event of a natural or created emergency situation in the area, such as a 
hurricane,flooding or civil unrest, agency personnel may not be available or able 
to visit patients in their homes. 

 

Responsibility for care of the patient/client shall be assumed by the 
patient/client,caregiver, local authorities and the patient physician as appropriate 
until it is safe for home care to resume. Every attempt will be made to avoid 
interruption  of care and to reinstate care as quickly as possible when it is safe to 
do so.   

 
CHECK YOUR COUNTY 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT   
https://www.floridadisaster.org/counties 
 

https://www.floridadisaster.org/counties


Guidelines For All County 
 
1.​ Go to your county website. It will be provided 

to you in this packet. 
2.​ Read application instructions. 
3.​ Complete application online. 

 

Item to bring to a shelter:  
 

●​ Water and food (3-day supply) 
●​ Clothing and bedding 
●​ Personal items, toiletries and medications 
●​ First-aid supplies 
●​ Important papers 
●​ Miscellaneous items like games, toys, battery-powered radios and flashlights 
●​ Identification card 
●​ Medical Information card 
●​ Daily prescriptions (2-week supply) 
●​ Non-prescription medicines (2-week supply) 
●​ Mobile phone charger, if needed 
●​ Other special items such as eyeglasses, hearing aids, prosthetic devices, 

walkers, special dietary foods, etc. 
●​ Medical supplies that you utilize on a daily basis, this includes any portable 

oxygen, cannula, diabetes testing kit, nebulizer, etc. 
●​ A book, magazine, or something to occupy your time while you wait for the storm 

to pass. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hardee County 
WEBSITE:  
 
https://www.hardeecountyfl.gov/emergency-ma
nagement/dashboard 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.hardeecountyfl.gov/emergency-management/dashboard
https://www.hardeecountyfl.gov/emergency-management/dashboard


 
Hardee County Shelters:  

   
LIST OF PUBLIC SHELTERS 

 Primary - Hardee Junior High/Hilltop Elementary 
School 2401 US Hwy 17N Wauchula, FL 33873  

Secondary - Zolfo Springs Elementary School 
3215 Schoolhouse Road Zolfo Springs, FL 33890  

North Wauchula Elementary School 1120 N. 
Florida Ave. Wauchula, FL 33873 

 Pet Shelter - Bowling Green Elementary School 
4530 Church Ave. Bowling Green, FL 33834  

Special Needs - South Florida State College, 
Hardee Campus 2868 US Hwy 17N Bowling 
Green, FL 33834 

 
 



Hillsborough County  
 
Website:  
 
https://www.hillsboroughcounty.org/en/residents
/public-safety/emergency-management/emerge
ncy-shelters 

*  KNOW YOUR EVACUATION ZONE 

 

https://www.hillsboroughcounty.org/en/residents/public-safety/emergency-management/emergency-shelters
https://www.hillsboroughcounty.org/en/residents/public-safety/emergency-management/emergency-shelters
https://www.hillsboroughcounty.org/en/residents/public-safety/emergency-management/emergency-shelters


Highlands County 
 

Website: 

https://www.highlandsfl.gov/departments/
PublicSafety/emergency_management/pl
an_and_prepare.php 

 

 

https://www.highlandsfl.gov/departments/PublicSafety/emergency_management/plan_and_prepare.php
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Manatee County 
 
 

Website: 
 
https://www.mymanatee.org/departments/public
_safety/emergency_management/emergency_s
helters 

https://www.mymanatee.org/departments/public_safety/emergency_management/emergency_shelters
https://www.mymanatee.org/departments/public_safety/emergency_management/emergency_shelters
https://www.mymanatee.org/departments/public_safety/emergency_management/emergency_shelters


Manatee County 

 



Polk County 
 

Website: 
 

https://www.polk-county.net/emergency-manage
ment/emergency-shelters 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.polk-county.net/emergency-management/emergency-shelters
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The following information should be supplied by the home health agency to 
those patients registered with the  special needs registry, so they will be 
prepared prior to an evacuation to a special needs shelter.   

Please note: The special needs shelter should be used as a place of last 
refuge. The evacuee may not receive  the same level of care received from 
staff in the home, and the conditions in a shelter might be stressful.   

(1) If the patient has a caregiver, the caregiver must accompany the patient 
and must remain with the patient  at the special needs shelter.   

(2) The following is a list of what special needs patients need to bring with 
them to the special needs shelter  during an evacuation:  

∙ Bed sheets, blankets, pillow, folding lawn chair, air mattress   

∙ The patient’s medication, supplies and equipment list supplied by the 
home health agency, including the  phone, beeper and emergency numbers 
for the patient’s physician, pharmacy and, if applicable, oxygen  supplier; 
supplies and medical equipment for the patient’s care; Do Not Resuscitate 
(DNRO) form, if  applicable;  

∙ Name and phone number of the patient’s home health agency  

∙ Prescription and non-prescription medication needed for at least 72 hours; 

oxygen for 72 hours, if needed. ∙ A copy of the patient’s plan of care   

∙ Identification and current address  

∙ Special diet items, non-perishable food for 72 hours and 1 gallon 

of water per person per day ∙ Glasses, hearing aides and batteries, 

prosthetics and any other assistive devices  

∙ Personal hygiene items for 72 hours  

∙ Extra clothing for 72 hours  

∙ Flashlight and batteries  

∙ Self-entertainment and recreational items, like books, magazines, and quiet 
games. 

 

 



 

 

 

(3) Sheltered need to know the following:  

∙ If the patient has a caregiver, the caregiver(s) shall be allowed to shelter 
together in the special needs  shelter. If the person with special needs is 
responsible for the care of individuals without special needs,  those 
persons may also shelter together.  

∙ The sheltered caregiver will have floor space provided. The caregiver must 
provide his or her own bedding.  

∙ Service dogs are allowed in the shelter. However, check with your local 
Emergency Management office to  see if other pets are permitted.  

∙ Bring personal snacks, drinks, and any special dietary foods for 72 hours. 
It is possible only sparse meals  will be provided.  

  

∙ Caregivers who regularly assist the patient in the home are expected to continue 
to do the same care in the  shelter.    
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